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vl A4~ | Rakesh Bhattacharjee, M.D., a pediatric respiratory and sleep specialist, has joined the
'3 ..« Division of Respiratory Medicine at Rady Children's Hospital-San Diego as the director of
*y pediatric sleep medicine.

Dr. Bhattacharjee comes to Rady Children's from the University of Chicago

Medicine Comer Children's Hospital, where he was an assistant professor. His clinical
interests are in developing strategies to treat obstructive sleep apnea in children. His
research interests include studying complications associated with sleep-disordered
breathing in children, particularly cardiovascular issues.

At Rady Children's, Dr. Bhattacharjee seeks to make the Sleep Center a place of innovation, one which
actively participates in research to better understand the role of sleep. Educating patients, parents and the
public on the importance of sleep will be another component, with the goals of identifying and treating sleep
disorders in a timely matter and preventing these disorders from occurring.

Dr. Bhattacharjee earned his medical degree from McMaster University in Hamilton, Ontario, and trained in
pediatrics and respiratory medicine at the Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto. He received his sleep
medicine training at the University of Louisville.

Learn about the Sleep Center.
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Specialized program treats Rady A‘
complex sleep apnea Chlldfe n‘S

The Complex Sleep Apnea Program cares for .

children with complex health issues who have I'I(}Splléﬂ

persistent sleep issues despite traditional San Diegn v “
management for obstructive sleep apnea (OSA).
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Although tonsillectomy remains
the first-line therapy for
pediatric OSA, a significant
number of children continue to
suffer from sleep-related
breathing disorders (SRBD)
after having this

procedure. Children with
genetic and craniofacial
syndromes, neuromuscular
disease, anatomic airway
problems, cerebral palsy and
obesity are especially at risk for SRBD. To help
these children, the Complex Sleep Apnea Program
uses the latest diagnostic tools and therapies, along
with a coordinated care approach by sleep
specialists from both respiratory medicine and
otolaryngology.

Daniel Lesser, M.D., (Respiratory Medicine) and
Javan Nation, M.D., (Otolaryngology) collaborate to
create a management plan that considers the unique
features of each child's sleep disorder. Dr. Lesser
assesses the child's polysomnography, evaluates
candidacy for positive airway pressure therapy and
identifies the need to further evaluate the child or
treat comorbidities. Dr. Nation provides expertise in
anatomic assessment of the upper airway using in-
office laryngoscopy; drug-induced sleep endoscopy;
and referrals for cine airway MRI. He has special
expertise in cutting-edge surgical procedures that
improve SRBD, which he has successfully performed
on patients in the program.

Currently, the Complex Sleep Apnea Program
primarily sees children referred by otolaryngologists
and pulmonologists from within Rady Children's
Hospital-San Diego; the program aims to expand
and accept referrals from throughout the Southern
California region.

Learn more about the Complex Sleep Apnea
Program.
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Fellows are next generation
of leading physician-
scientists

The Division is proud to recognize its fellows, who
are paving the way in improving care for future
generations of children with pulmonary and
respiratory disease.

innovation

belongs in every moment
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Innovative project seeks to
map development of lung
alveoli

James Hagood, M.D., chief of the Division of
Respiratory Medicine at Rady Children's, is a
research center investigator for Alveolar DevMap, a
collaborative project among UC San Diego, the
University of Alabama-Birmingham, Yale University
and Carnegie Mellon University.

The project, part of the National Heart, Lung, and
Blood Institute-funded LungMAP, seeks to map the
development of the alveoli at a cellular and
molecular level. These structures

develop abnormally in many premature infants,
resulting in bronchopulmonary dysplasia, a
condition associated with chronic oxygen
dependence, repeated hospitalization and a high
likelihood of lifelong
respiratory complications.

-

Dr. Hagood and the
members of his Lung
Repair Lab will focus on
studying epigenetic
mechanisms such as
DNA methylation, which
programs changes in gene expression during
alveolar development. This is the only project
funded by LungMAP to assess epigenetic
alterations. Three of the fellows from the respiratory
medicine division -- Marilynn Chan, M.D., Elizabeth
Duong, M.D., and Divya Chhabra, M.D., -- are
participating in this project or ones that are closely
related.

e

LungMAP includes three additional research
centers, a data core and a tissue core. This highly
innovative consortium, which includes some of the
brightest minds in lung biology, will help elucidate
how the lung develops and provide an
unprecedented level of detail; the data generated
will be posted to an interactive and searchable
website to accelerate discovery by other labs.


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001PQxNnK3I6ntL3PWAb10Pa0w6Xe65rhhw60XtbEowzqj6D3SuNwEaUCRWmDqgcAaUakKpsVmybqstzc3vMv_kcPr74Hjtp8hZR1_KX3gfI6F0MFtZjtnXf6cSdzfDgdtYl4WEON8KNnW_Y7Q9B3jl9sDtX73_oBh3Q1bIrNQxaa61fHD2pOUheT7Rj8ZhYw8N5D1Y6dv2IXy_pEoNkE8UQ4dQmP26mf_pGid109cken1sDFOsM8EWNSQyYHulWmsEAxodzbK1lv5P3okv7dceoLwJbeYtGzjXZLQGiwIyzzsw3drhvGLWPU-0vJmivaIsJIxIE6Xg8o0L1x7napKlIwfJPL1_cRlxFHrOm9KDDNywW4pfCUAhLGHHSBIVBLbrqWtpz0QzdkY=&c=xWS0IcJqjoPXYgggeDqiLuTBZ6yf_peQ3thblAvH4Xk-MPkVNPzkNg==&ch=_wHj3PkV2mU5bg-K_323GXjPx4GUa4JYnu4YfaNgAIMjLlPXCH8o0A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001PQxNnK3I6ntL3PWAb10Pa0w6Xe65rhhw60XtbEowzqj6D3SuNwEaUCRWmDqgcAaUYOQeUcB1ONMT4XpyB_1C65U1GNwSnQmR_vTuILo-u0iFV152-ITLyTWtT3ElnAx3TuJpoQUmJwI3unJpsQAwy_Yp4C1IgRXkhn3UG0g1COo8TQ66Kd_voTHU3DdeChs8hg3tzcWuPB68_Af6oRr519i8acbDwT8TEPUdfm2iopNhgK4zDMAyOzS_1W6vsVk454qN_pkyvjtolydkGzhLUnS_yYlSC9TFfSc807ROYOE-YbjtafNHyyGQGEbkIeVe_GPniJpavfGE1uDz6mY05x1uBfMT_4uBSZx3WqOViDSLpBF2qdBA_CHaiBEDVkjFlGKLJG_lMEU=&c=xWS0IcJqjoPXYgggeDqiLuTBZ6yf_peQ3thblAvH4Xk-MPkVNPzkNg==&ch=_wHj3PkV2mU5bg-K_323GXjPx4GUa4JYnu4YfaNgAIMjLlPXCH8o0A==
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001PQxNnK3I6ntL3PWAb10Pa0w6Xe65rhhw60XtbEowzqj6D3SuNwEaUCRWmDqgcAaU-KuGycPKjD1huC0BRbbOUFnQpoRVMXphp9hahC7V2W91LhYoH4Vu9sZxA3P_y3BFQBz4MDmrUoXBQU_BIfVE9vqBS1jIXRMC9ftW5xQdMwSfds11tcSXDHVwCVfg3W5_yc8al6YQ4L-DvyGyTc8ep5IfGI7SQkxlaYo-HHDar_64vZC9ZUq0TkgNFyv_XSTyhCH9-psKFsf83Bmvz1pTz90_CJbx8pzJGz03fi5BQhe4LM8x0Cd1U_sG5UAYaAZsxEP8QRY5ZZYBVya_SyvGLGw7GZ0axrMh&c=xWS0IcJqjoPXYgggeDqiLuTBZ6yf_peQ3thblAvH4Xk-MPkVNPzkNg==&ch=_wHj3PkV2mU5bg-K_323GXjPx4GUa4JYnu4YfaNgAIMjLlPXCH8o0A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001PQxNnK3I6ntL3PWAb10Pa0w6Xe65rhhw60XtbEowzqj6D3SuNwEaUCRWmDqgcAaUXsjBGi6v3eZA6cSgTgix_O_oMTJ7wqvty7DMq-NszLFh6xP3Fm5vkV4GQpSI3ndGbXl48FXDtxBAQ6px7TxD8OEnGIl4FYwcvNzb7iDE-WV9hRHjLx4npSy4VHlsC8J-ftM2PDMLFem1Pi7UxSM3OI6F9kxsx2ftTTTsVUZFdxrZd8UDzXSArWJHlWX2RaOU9lYOKJA1TCm8oo0e8XGXyd1HQN1dafDV92mgbuucaoJjfZfHxkNsisJ2DYCSYPr3c-GDk_LaNjLpROfdqpfrW5_DDQTBWGhxds7Gryk55aFzMTrH21EeBE5UidYFf8H6pX3TbRE2Lv0=&c=xWS0IcJqjoPXYgggeDqiLuTBZ6yf_peQ3thblAvH4Xk-MPkVNPzkNg==&ch=_wHj3PkV2mU5bg-K_323GXjPx4GUa4JYnu4YfaNgAIMjLlPXCH8o0A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001PQxNnK3I6ntL3PWAb10Pa0w6Xe65rhhw60XtbEowzqj6D3SuNwEaUCRWmDqgcAaUXsjBGi6v3eZA6cSgTgix_O_oMTJ7wqvty7DMq-NszLFh6xP3Fm5vkV4GQpSI3ndGbXl48FXDtxBAQ6px7TxD8OEnGIl4FYwcvNzb7iDE-WV9hRHjLx4npSy4VHlsC8J-ftM2PDMLFem1Pi7UxSM3OI6F9kxsx2ftTTTsVUZFdxrZd8UDzXSArWJHlWX2RaOU9lYOKJA1TCm8oo0e8XGXyd1HQN1dafDV92mgbuucaoJjfZfHxkNsisJ2DYCSYPr3c-GDk_LaNjLpROfdqpfrW5_DDQTBWGhxds7Gryk55aFzMTrH21EeBE5UidYFf8H6pX3TbRE2Lv0=&c=xWS0IcJqjoPXYgggeDqiLuTBZ6yf_peQ3thblAvH4Xk-MPkVNPzkNg==&ch=_wHj3PkV2mU5bg-K_323GXjPx4GUa4JYnu4YfaNgAIMjLlPXCH8o0A==

Our current fellows are taking
lead roles in clinical,
translational and basic research
projects. These projects include
the assessment of continuous
glucose monitoring in cystic
fibrosis patients, bioinformatics
of normal and abnormal lung
development, and epigenomics
of lung alveolar development
(see story above).

ha
Dr. Lesser
All of the graduating fellows have embarked on
successful academic careers: Kathryn Akong, M.D.,
Ph.D., and Matejka Cernelc-Kohan, M.D., have
joined our faculty, and Mindy Ross, M.D., has joined
the pediatric pulmonology faculty at UCLA. Two of
our current fellows, Elizabeth Duong, M.D., and
Marilynn Chan, M.D., have been accepted into the
prestigious and highly competitive Pediatric Scientist
Development Program, a national research training
program that accepts only 12 to 14 candidates each
year.

Founded in 2009, the fellowship program is directed
by Daniel Lesser, M.D. Research training is provided
under the guidance of renowned physician-
scientists.

Read about the fellowship program.
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Learn more at RCHSD.org
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001PQxNnK3I6ntL3PWAb10Pa0w6Xe65rhhw60XtbEowzqj6D3SuNwEaUCRWmDqgcAaUDG0MAQ-UdgV_5M3Bi4ur3bDV_luzwMdakZM4p1v--DKo0ZZoZ24-C6l6hLEi7zx7vhT10SoIoH5nZovsxoge027aYdFnpDjRSzMYePHW8bCmS_UAxWLWX8j996-MgTF1eJezqxZlnSHiuKwBsUZWH5sIv_Dza3-6Cza6MksdhdcbuKkHMv4h-yb_UYbb_yfkrsvcG9qxISgMeeGStN3kmGp0S1AzFSEp24opfPByGPsGABsh3yV6WPNdn5bfN9jacSXW1I_G05Ep0KHrt4lcoXizCS0oDgZSudMxeoUtjyAIj1xq8uKBS8YMeY6qg6a0YznHFikm_1I-xtS2xvXiqMH0qRnP1WSnlOTnAp0dbGy5Vov0GRyU6hyYUOyEllai&c=xWS0IcJqjoPXYgggeDqiLuTBZ6yf_peQ3thblAvH4Xk-MPkVNPzkNg==&ch=_wHj3PkV2mU5bg-K_323GXjPx4GUa4JYnu4YfaNgAIMjLlPXCH8o0A==

